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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1,4-9, 11-14, 17-26, and 29-45 have been examined. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1,4-9, 11-13, and 30-33 are allowed. 
Claims 14, 17-18, and 34-37 are allowed. 
Claims 19-24 and 38-41 are allowed. 
Claims 25, 26, 29, are 42-45 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Rofrano (U.S. Patent 6,035,283), discloses a method, tool, computer, 
and program product for product selection assistance (col. 1, lines 6-14) comprising, 
inter alia, receiving a product category selection (col. 4, lines 34-38); matching the 
selection against a product database (Abstract); displaying a product matrix (col. 3, lines 
55-62; and Table I); presenting a configuration question (col. 4, lines col. 39-42); 
receiving a configuration answer (col. 4, lines 34-38); and responsively updating the 
product matrix comprising removing the selected product configuration parameter from 
the matrix (note box "207" in Fig. 2; and col. 3, lines 55-62). Product color is disclosed 
(col. 3, lines 55-57). The database described by Rofrano is interpreted as comprising a 
hard disk storage medium. Model identifiers are considered to be disclosed under the 
category "ProductName" in Table 1 . Such model identifiers are considered to be 
Rofrano's generic representations of brand name. Rofrano does not disclose displacing 
the selected product configuration parameter to a visible location outside the product 



Application/Control Number: 09/480,344 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3625 

matrix. Sammon, Jr. (U.S. Patent 6,012,051 ), however, in a similar product selection 
method, tool, and program product (col. 1, lines 6-12) teaches maintaining selected 
product configuration parameters along a side of a navigation window (col. 12, lines 19- 
43; and Fig. 4: "200"-"203"). 

Although the combination of Rofrano and Sammon, Jr. et al. teaches displacing 
the selected product configuration parameter to a visible location outside the product 
matrix, the combination of Rofrano and Sammon, Jr. et al. does not teach displaying 
outside the product matrix the product configuration answer, perse. Janssen (U.S. 
Patent 5,754,850), in a similar method, tool, and program product for product selection 
assistance (col. 1 , lines 12-16; col. 4, line 32-col. 5, line 3), teaches that a product 
configuration question is presented to a user who responds with an answer to such 
question. Janssen further teaches that the user is provided with a screen which 
progressively displays a cumulative listing of the answers (i.e. configuration parameters) 
provided by the user. See Figures 3 and 4 and col. 4, lines 39-41 . For example, Figure 
4 has an additional entry (as compared to Figure 3) of "$350,000". The additional entry 
indicates that the user selected $350,000 as the maximum price in display screen 300 
of Figure 3 (see col. 4, lines 49-52). 

Rofrano does not disclose displaying the updated product matrix, the previous 
product configuration question, and a new product configuration question in a same 
display page, but it is well known to display multiple features in a same display page, as 
taught by Gautestad (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2005/0171947) (Figure 5B; 
paragraphs 66 and 67), where an updated product matrix is displayed ("286") together 
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with the previous choice of category, equivalent to a product configuration question 
("282"), and a button for displaying a new product configuration ("284"). However, 
neither Rofrano, Gautestad, nor any other prior art of record discloses modifying the 
product matrix by inserting another product parameter that defines a corresponding 
product parameter column to replace the selected product configuration parameter and 
corresponding column without changing a total number of parameter columns. 

(Note: Each of the independent claims contains closely parallel language setting 
forth the limitation based on which the claims are found allowable.) 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas D. Rosen, whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6762. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith, can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Non-official/draft communications can be faxed to the examiner at 571-273-6762. 



Application/Control Number: 09/480,344 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3625 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NICHOLAS O. ROSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

March 1 , 2007 



